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For over two thousand years much of Asia 
has been dominated by Hinduism as a 
religious, social and political force.  The 
temple is the most characteristic artistic 
expression of Hinduism providing a focus 
for both the social and spiritual life of the 
community it serves.  Temples have been 
built in all parts of India at different periods.  
These Temples reflect the ideals and way of 
life of those who left it and for whom it was 
intended to operate as a link between the 
world of man and that of the gods. 
 
Our country abounds with many shrines of 
both Vaishnavism and Saivism of fame and 
fervour.    The icons in these shrines have 
been hallowed by saints, sages and hermits 
for long.  Vaishnavism which believes in 
karma, reincarnation and temple worship has 
won the mind of the millions as a sure 
method of elevating oneself.  The 
Visidatvaida philosophy get itself deep-
rooted due to the untiring work of Alwars 
and various other Vaishnavite saints.  These 
Alwars and saints poured philosophy with 
the rhymes and rhythms through songs 
which has divinity in it.  If is often said that 
even gods have no courage to extricate 
themselves with the musical melody of the 
divine songs.  Our great Ramanujar once 
quoted that God who cannot be bound even 
by Vedas cannot take a step defying the 
sacred verses of Nammalwar.  Such is the 
power of our great saints and the verses fell 
from their mouth. 
 
Although we are having countless Vishnu 
shrines in our country, the temples which 
were sung by Always have only been 
considered as Vaishnava Divya Desams.  
They are 108 temples.  These temples were 
built in different parts of our country at 
different times.  Each temple has its own 
significance and closely connected with 
Vaishnava mythology.  In each of these 
temples, Vishnu and Mahalakshmi idols are 
installed in separate shrines. 
 
The significance of these sacred 108 Divya 
Desams cannot be explained in terms of 
words because it can be realized only after 
having Darsana of the Divine Couple in 
their various forms and names. 
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